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A Historic Moment for Belgium
Ommegang gains UNESCO Intangible World Heritage status
The news is official and the moment a very striking one. The oldest medieval pageant of historical dress and
costumes, a tradition dating back to the 16th century, and held every year on the Grand-Place in Brussels, is today
being protected in high places, and further boosted by that supreme United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization seal of approval.
Ommegang, this great procession and historical reconstruction is a state-of-the-art production, representing, as it
does, the arrival of Charles V and his son Philippe in Brussels in 1549.
It unfurls in the early part of July, on Brussels’ Grand-Place and its surrounding streets, with more than 1200
participants dressed in period costume, a procession around the city centre, and family entertainments in the Parc
Royal.
« We are proud to receive this recognition and hold the UNESCO values and our history in the highest respect. This
gives Brussels, the Brussels area and the country as a whole a further place within international culture. We
undertake, as requested by UNESCO, to have this intangible cultural heritage, passed on from one from generation
to the next, continually reproduced by both communities and groups within them, in keeping with their environment
and the way in which they connect up with history. This feeds a sense of identity and of an ongoing, unfolding
story, thereby fostering respect for different cultures and the human capacity for creativity. With Ommegang’s
walk-ons coming from not only the Northern Flemish region and Brussels, but also the Southern Walloon region of
the country, our national motto «Union is Strength» takes on its full meaning here », says Paul Le Grand, Chairman
of Brussels Ommegang Events.
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The honour thus paid to the Brussels Region and to the whole of Belgium beautifully underlines the way in which
this event meets all the criteria that UNESCO is looking for.
Belgium is able to present a dossier to UNESCO once every two years. For Belgium, this means putting forward a
rotation of proposals from each of the country’s three regions. In the first place, this has to be approved by the three
regional governments separately and then be unanimously accepted by Flanders, Wallonia and Brussels.
Ommegang started working on its folder back in 2005, and needed, first of all, to be recognized as representing an
intangible heritage of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation, since it is the country that has to file the application with
UNESCO headquarters in Paris.
This ability to give continuation to tradition and to bring history alive in involving both young and old alike, is an
important asset to Belgian culture and history. And interest in the event from beyond the borders also represents
exceptional international potential for Ommegang. Ommegang has the capacity to both unite and stimulate
audiences by a history common to several states.
It goes well beyond simply being a parade, highlighting as it does a tremendous slice of European history, from
within the vibrant and historic heart of Europe’s capital city.
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